ONLINE

Software tutorial

The Complete Genealogy Reporter

James Taonr explains how to use one of the Ieadlng GEDCOM eomplllng tools

he Complete Genealogy

Reporter (TCGR) is an ancillary

genealogical companion

program from Nigel Bufton
Software that will read a GEDCOM file
exported from your genealogy program
and create a configurable printed report
or ‘book’, or a hyperlinked website
folder, for any selected individual in
your family tree, complete with all
connected ancestors and descendants.
This includes all cousins, aunts, uncles,
and indirect relationships through
marriage (in-laws) or adoption. The
relationship of each reported individual
to the subject can be automatically
described, as in ‘Second cousin by
marriage, once removed’.

Whatever genealogy program you
use, you can now create comprehensive
reports, books or web folders with fully
cross-referenced narrative text, notes,
sources, ancestor and descendant charts,
pictures, family tree diagrams, and
indexes of occupations, places, dates,
anniversaries and individuals. You can
also create your own custom sections of
text and images for integration into your
reports. And no changes are made to
your GEDCOM file.

Dates (however expressed in the
GEDCOM file) are converted to a
standard format of either ‘31 March
1901’ or ‘March 31, 1901". Children’s
birthdates, occupations and residence
events can be sorted by year
(irrespective of the order recorded in the

programs’ foibles, like font styles (italic,
bold, underscore, superscript: see the
website for compatibility exceptions).
Some programs do not export all tags.

Two-sided printed book options are
available (with left and right margins
and page headings alternately). Content,
which can include some or all of the
people and families recorded in the
GEDCOM file, is fully cross-referenced
between texts, notes, media, and four-
generation family tree charts, and is
formatted as free-flowing narrative with
indexes of names, places, occupations,
causes of death, and dates, including
those of anniversaries.

You can add your own user-defined
text pages in the report. As well as
printout you can also specify the use of a
PDF file or a text file. Reports can be in
English, Danish, Dutch, French,
German, Norwegian, Portuguese
(Brazil), Spanish, and Swedish. There’s a
choice of font styles and size. Book
layout and content are such that it’s as
much a family reference as a
straightforward narrative.

You can incorporate four-generation
tree charts (proper, British, drop-line
format); and also include your notes
from the GEDCOM file, either within
the narrative or in a separate section.
Notes can have sources attached or may
be attached to sources, and you can have
thumbnail pictures of individuals

include in the narrative. 1
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Marked Faces in Family

(the Places of Rest section) and scans of
documents can have their own
Documents section.

You can have a picture and/or map
as part of a place description, both in the
narrative or in a cross-referenced Atlas
section. There’s also an optional
Introduction Section which includes
various statistics like average family
size, and oldest male and female.

TCGR comes with another Nigel |
Bufton program GedPad Pro, an enhanced
and registered version of the freeware
Gedpad. This is a small utility program to
read, and globally search and replace in, a
GEDCOM file. It can autocorrect some
errors too. Here it serves as the default
program for the View/Edit button (unless
you prefer WordPad) but you can use it
independently.

TCGR may be the best report writer
you come across for some time. You
have no control over sentence
construction, but the content can be
customised to a considerable extent. In
the chapters you can include their order
of presentation, and the detail within
those chapters. It also makes an excellent
reference, particularly in identifying and
explaining relationships.

You can buy The Complete
Genealogical Reporter online from the
publisher at www.tcgr.bufton.org for $27.95
(about £14). There’s a 30-day trial available.
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