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FHM recommends:

Coal House
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Acorn Media DVD, 291 minutes,
£19.99 from www.acornmediauk.
com or 0845 123 2312

It's a hard life

No central heating, no
running water, no gas or
electricity. In 2007 three
Welsh volunteer families
lived for three weeks in a
coalminer’s cottage, living
their lives as in 1927. The men
and boys over 14 had to work
in the mines and the families
had to live on their wages:
about 10 shillings (5p) a day
for underground workers and
half that for surface workers.
This seems to have been just
enough to feed a family of up
to eight until the man was
injured and couldn’t work,
and of course there was no
minimum wage and no social
security. The only concession

Rhyl: A Journey

through Time
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Screen Icon DVD, 50 minutes,
£12.99 from www.ukhistorystore.
com or 01978 366060

Beside the seaside

Thanks to the activities of
several local film-makers
over the past hundred years,
there’s plenty of archive
material charting the history
of the seaside resort of Rhyl
in north Wales. An early film
from 1899 shows a group of
Victorian children on the
sands, and Wild West
showman “Buffalo Bill’
arrives at Rhyl with his 500-
strong horse travelling
Rodeo Show in 1903. In the
1920s, an Avro biplane gives
pleasure flights, taking off
from Rhyl beach. Probably
the same plane was used to
get aerial shots, capturing
moving pictures of the pier.
Other things we learn
are that the first council
houses were built in Rhyl, as
was the first heated mixed
swimming pool in 1905, and
that its first cinema opened

70 Family History Monthly

to modern life that the
guinea pigs were allowed
was access to modern
medicine if they needed it.

The women had to
wrestle with the coal-fired
cooking range — the only
source of heat or boiling
water — and negotiate with
the grocer and butcher. The
men were put to work in a
real working mine using the
tools of the time, which they
had to supply, and replace,
out of their own pockets.
The children were taught at
a 1927 local school.

Although not everybody

will have ancestors who
‘The men had to
work in the mines
and the families
live on their
wages: 5p a day’
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in 1906, with the original
silvered screen. During
World War I Rhyl’s
boarding houses were used
to billet troops — mostly
Canadians — who
popularised dance halls. In
World War II, Rhyl’s
beaches had defences built

against air and sea invasion.

But even in the 1930s and
1940s Rhy] still hosted
holidaymakers. The Fifties
saw the arrival of the first
day-trippers, taking
advantage of the new
seafront and promenade. A

delightful step back in time.

- Story of Welsh Rugby
Pokok

. Green Umbrella DVD, 170 minutes,
. £14.99 from www.dukevideo.com
. or 01624 640000

i This sporting life

. Presented by Jonathan

Davies, former rugby

. international and now a

. pundit, this video offers

- archive film and still photos
. from the turn of the 20th

- century to the present day,

- and links the ups and downs
. of Welsh rugby to the

- fortunes of Welsh national

. and political life. In this
video, we learn how the

¢ game took hold in pit

. villages following the influx
. of country-dwellers looking
. for work in the 1880s and

- 1890s. Welsh rugby was a

. ‘working class’ recreation in
. the pit valleys until teams

- improved sufficiently to take
¢ on ‘middle class” English

. teams (this may be a

. simplification).

Game reminiscences are

provided by names like Dai
¢ Smith, Gareth Edwards and
i Phil Bennett, described as

Three families swap modern
luxuries for the harsh reality of life
as a coalmining family

mined, the living conditions

seen here were replicated
in every industrial
centre so if you want
to understand the
lives of your working-
class ancestors, this
double DVD should be
on your shelf.

STORY OF

ESENTED BY

PRESENTE!
JONATHAN DAVIES

‘the names that have become
the very fabric of Welsh
history’. You do need some
knowledge of rugby to
follow these commentaries
and there is some detailed
play analysis that may be
tedious to non-followers.

For enthusiasts it is a joy!
The highlights offered
include the “epic’ defeat of
the touring All Blacks in
1905, the similarly epic 13—
12 victory against the same
opponents in 1935, and
Cardiff’s “even more
remarkable victory” against
them in 1935.
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